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IN TH E UNITED STATES PAT ENT AND TRADEMARK OFFTPF 
Applicants: K.S. Kimetal. Attorney Docket No.; DESS 114787 

Applicatipn No.: 09/619,424 ^ Group Art Unit: 3724 

Filed; • July 19, 2000 Examiner: C.F. Dexter 

Title: THREE AXIS PORTIONING METHOD 

RESPONSE TO ELECTION / RESTRICTION RF.ornRP.MFNT 

Seattle, Washington 98101. 
November 27, 200 1 

TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

This paper is riled in response to the Office Action mailed on October 2, 2001. A one- 
month extension is requested. 

Presently, Claims 1-32 are pending in the application. Claims 1-32 arc subject to 
restriction and/or election requirement. A restriction to one of 7 separate inventions identified by 
the Examiner was required. 

Applicants respectfully submit the requirement is much too restrictive, as certain of the 
groups of claims, namely, Groups 1-4, or Groups 5-7, being examined together would pose no 
undue burdens on the Examiner. 

As required by C.F.R. § 1. 143, applicants elect without traverse the claims of Group 5, 
Claims 15-22 and 32. Further, as required by the Examiner, applicants elect the species of 
Figure 12. Claims 15-24 and 32 read on the elected species. Applicants concur with the 
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Examiner that upon allowance of Claim 15, rejoinder of Groups 5 and 6 will be proper 
Applicants also concur that rejoinder of Groups 1-4 will be proper upon allowance of Claim 1. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR 
JOHNSON KINDNESS 1 ^ 



Laura A. Cruz 
Registration No. 46,649 
Direct Dial No. 206.695.1725 
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